
Corner Brook Intermediate  Math 8 
 
Unit 5: Percent, Ratio, and Rate  Name: ___________________________ 
 

5.5 Exploring Ratios – Notes 
 

Here is a collection of sports balls.  

 

 

We can use a __________________________ to compare one part of the collection to the whole 

collection.  There are _____ basketballs compared to ________ balls.  The ratio of basketballs to 

all the balls is _________________, which is written as _________________.  This is a 

____________________________. 

 

 

We can write a part-to whole ratio as a fraction.  The ratio of basketballs to all the balls is    . 

A part-to-whole ratio can also be written as a percent:  

So, ___________ of the balls are basketballs. 

 

 

We can use a two-term ratio to compare one part of the collection to another part of the 

collection.  There are _________ golf balls compared to ________ tennis balls.  The ratio of golf 

balls to tennis balls is written as ________________, or ___________.  We cannot write the ratio in 

fraction form because the ratio is not comparing one part to the whole. 

 

We can use a three-term ratio to compare the three types of balls.  There are 5 golf balls to 

8 tennis balls to 7 basketballs.  We can write this as the ratio: __________________________, or 

_____________________. 



Example: At a class party, there are 16 boys, 15 girls, and 4 adults.     

  Show each ratio as many different ways as you can. 

 

a) boys to girls    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

b)  boys to girls to adults   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

c)   adults to total number of people at the party. 

 

 

 

 


